ADOPTED – MARCH 25, 2025

AGENDA ITEM NO. 8

Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:

INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE DRAIN COMMISSIONER’S FEE SCHEDULE TO PROVIDE FOR A NEW “PERMIT BY NEIGHBORHOOD” DRAIN CROSSING FEE AND INSPECTION DEPOSIT FOR BROADBAND AND UTILITIES 

RESOLUTION #25 – 136

WHEREAS, the Rules of the Ingham County Drain Commissioner, effective October 21, 2005, as amended and/or supplemented, (the “Rules”), and the provisions of Public Act 40 of 1956, as amended, provide that any crossing of a drain or drain easement requires a permit from the Drain Commissioner pursuant to the standards contained in the Rules; and  

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 pandemic and the need for supporting remote working, high-speed internet Broadband is in widespread expansion here in Ingham County, as it is elsewhere; and

WHEREAS, all levels of government have responded to support this expansion; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County established a Broadband Task Force in 2021 and Federal funding has been made available to build up the United States internet infrastructure deployment, with $1.559 billion of these funds being allocated to Michigan; and

WHEREAS, Ingham County may be seeking to receive Broadband Equity Access and Deployment program funding and this, too, will further facilitate and encourage expansion; and

WHEREAS, this Broadband expansion has resulted in a significant increase in drain crossing permit requests, increasing steadily by year, representing a ten-fold increase in permitting demands; and

WHEREAS, the Drain Commissioner has initiated a “Permit by Neighborhood” pilot program in collaboration with Broadband partners, as well as with Utility partners who have been replacing and expanding aging infrastructure networks, as a way of improving the permit review process to deal with the increase in permit requests; and

WHEREAS, the Drain Commissioner’s Schedule of Fees, effective January 1, 2025, includes fees for single drain crossing permits and single permit inspection deposits which are approved by the Ingham County Board of Commissioners upon recommendations from the Drain Commissioner (the “Schedule of Fees”); and

WHEREAS, the Drain Commissioner has recommended a new “Permit by Neighborhood” permit category and inspection deposit as a means of efficiently and cost effectively processing Broadband and Utility improvements and expansion that require drain crossings; and

WHEREAS, the Drain Commissioner has analyzed the cost and time required to process and inspect a “Permit by Neighborhood” drain crossing, and has recommended that a new fee be established that is more commensurate with the cost and time required to process and inspect these drain crossing permits than what is authorized by the current Schedule of Fees; and

WHEREAS, the Drain Commissioner has recommended that the first drain crossing fee for a “Permit by Neighborhood” be set at $550 for 2025, consistent with the established single drain crossing permit fee, and that all additional constructed crossings within the neighborhood and drainage district be established at one-half that rate or $275 for 2025; and

WHEREAS, the Drain Commissioner has also recommended that the first drain crossing inspection deposit for a “Permit by Neighborhood” be set at $1,500 for 2025, consistent with the established single drain crossing inspection deposit, and that all additional proposed crossings within the neighborhood and drainage district be established at one-third that rate or $500 for 2025, with the understanding that unspent balances will be refunded and overages will be invoiced.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners approves an amendment to the Drain Commissioner’s Schedule of Fees as recommended by the Drain Commissioner to provide for a new “Permit by Neighborhood” Drain Crossing Fee and Inspection Deposit for Broadband and Utilities.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that these changes to the Drain Commissioner’s Schedule of Fees shall take immediate effect upon approval of this resolution.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Lawrence, Pratt, Grebner, Sebolt, Maiville
          Nays:  None     

 Absent:  Peña, Johnson     
 Approved 03/18/25 
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Morgan, Grebner, Tennis, Sebolt, Polsdofer, Cahill, Maiville, Ruest
          Nays:  None     

Absent: None     
 Approved 03/19/25
